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In December 2012 the European Council called on
Member States to enhance their Validation practices
in several aspects by 2018.
More specifically the recommendations refer to:
•

the link between validation and national qualifications frameworks

•

making accessible information, guidance, and counselling on the benefits of, and
opportunities for validation

•

special attention to be given to disadvantaged groups and individuals who are
unemployed or at risk of unemployment

•

quality assurance measures that support reliable, valid and credible assessment
methodologies and tools

•

development of the professional competences of staff involved in the validation
process

•

the equivalence of qualifications obtained by means of VNIL and qualifications
obtained through formal education programmes

•

the use of European Union transparency tools, such as the Europass framework and
Youthpass for validation

Key stakeholders in this process are employer organisations, individual employers, trade
unions, chambers of industry, commerce and skilled crafts, national entities involved in the
process of recognising professional qualifications and in assessing and certifying learning
outcomes, employment services, youth organisations, youth workers, training providers, as
well as civil society organisations.
The OBSERVAL‐Net consortium, with more than 18 strong partner institutions throughout
Europe, has a wealth of experience and knowledge in validation covering all educational
sectors assembling different learning cultures, traditions and educational systems. In
response to and in line with the European Council recommendations and based on our
extensive experience in promoting validation, OBSERVAL‐Net has developed the advocacy
pack that you have here with special attention given to promoting VNIL in 3 sectors:

1 Working life
2 Educational institutions
3 Civil society
In our manifesto for wider cooperation and more informed validation practices in Europe
“COOPERATE TO VALIDATE” we turn attention to:
•

sharing resources about best VNIL practices and promote the Observatory of
validation

•

making active use of the competence‐profile for VNIL practitioners

•

enhancing a demand‐based approach, methods and tools for VNIL

•

showing the relevance and value of grass‐root initiatives in VNIL
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